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Entente Cordial

This month there is some real news! A number of our members vis-
ited Alencon, the French twinnned town with Basingstoke for a couple
of days in October to commemmorate the 40th Anniversary of the
twinning, and a report of the occasion can be found on page 2.

Thanks to Stuart and Bob for the article and photos.

Peter Malcolm,
Editor

BCC Photo Clinic — The Annual Plug

For the last couple of
years, near the beginning
of the club season, I've
written a short piecein
the newsdletter describing
what the Photo Clinic is
all about. | realise that
many of you will know
all about this already, so
apologiesto you. How-
ever, we are lucky
enough to have a number
of new members joining
the club thisyear, so |
think it’s worth describ-
ing again alittle of the
background to the Photo
Clinic and also what
typically goes on at one
of our sessions.

The Photo Clinic is open
to al Basingstoke Cam-
era Club members. It
provides away of show-
ing your pictures, getting
some feedback in a
friendly and informal en-
vironment, and also of
seeing in close-up the
wide range of images
that other club members
are producing. Thereis
always plenty of knowl-

edgeable advice and
guidance, and never a
shortage of good-natured
banter.

Of course, there are other
ways to show, and seek
feedback on, your im-
ages. For example, on-
line photo blogs provide
an increasingly common
way for photographersto
share their work. But al-
though you may get com-
ments from many differ-
ent people, in my experi-
ence the sorts of com-
ments that you receive
arerarely constructive or
helpful. In the club envi-
ronment, the most com-
mon way to get feedback
on our picturesisvia
competitions. This sys-
tem works well, and
we're lucky to have a
great many judges who
are willing to share their
wealth of experiencein
commenting on our pho-
tographs. But the draw-
back hereisthat the
feedback that we receive
is, out of necessity, lim-

ited to the opinions and
comments of one individ-
ual —whichis not dways
ideal in a highly subjec-
tive area such as photog-
raphy.

So what happens at our
Photo Clinic evenings?
Well, the format is pretty
flexible, but typically
each person brings two
unmounted A4 size
prints. Each printisdis-
played on asmall easel
for aminute or two, and
then it is passed round
the group to give every-
one the chance to com-
ment, if they wish. Inmy
opinion, one of the great
things about photogra-
phy, and the reason why
the Photo Clinic format
works so well, isthat no
two people will view an
image in exactly the
sameway. By getting a
range of peopl€e's com-
ments, you're quite likely
to hear avariety of
thoughts that may never
have occurred to you — it
(Continued on page 5)
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2009 Open Exhibition of Digital Images

By the time you read this preparations are well under way for the forthcoming Annual Open Exhibition.

Astime has passed by our Exhibition has become well known in camera club circles throughout the country,
and many entries each year come all over the UK.

With Steve working hard on the exhibition website we can look forward to on-line entry again this yer, which
made it so easy to enter last year, and we have additional classes for 2009 too.

Everyone is welcome to the opening evening in February, but don’t forget the deadline for entries is 15th Janu-
ary 2009.

Co-Op Calendar Success.

The provisional results for the selection of photographs for inclusion in the 2009 Co-Op members calendar have
now been announced.

Following last years success by Peter Malcolm, this year we have three picturesin the 2009 calendar. The pic-
tures are Oberwater in the New Forest by Wyn Voysey; Oakley pond and thatched cottage in snow by John
O’ Carroll and Autumn at Waggoners Wells by Dennis Clapp.

All clubsin the Southern CoOp area were invited to submit photographs taken in the area. Eleven clubs partici-
pated and the objective was to spread the honours around the clubs. Competition was tough with two clubs fail-
ing to have pictures selected, 7 clubs with one picture apiece, Boscombe Camera Club with two and Basingstoke
Camera Club with three.

We had more pictures which | am sure would have been good candidates for selection, but the CoOp ignored al
but the first three pictures from usto be fair to al clubs.

Thisisagreat result for Basingstoke Camera Club, not |east because we will receive a cheque for £300 (£100 per
picture). The distribution of the prize money between club and photographers has not yet been decided but the
club will benefit in some way. Any ideas on what we need as a club?

Dennis Clapp

BCC News and BCC E-News E-mail newsletter

The club has two publications to help keep members informed about the club. The BCC News, a pa-
per newsletter, (this onel) is published at the beginning of each month during the season, and the e-
mail BBC E-News which is published by email half way through each month.

If you are not receiving the e-mail newsletter but would like to please send an email to the newsletter
editor at newseditor@basingstokecameraclub.co.uk. There is also a link on the home page of the
website.

Both are, of course, all part of your subscription.

Peter Malcolm, Editor
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Basingstoke - Alencon 40" anniversary exchanage.

10" — 12" October 2008

It's 08.30 on a Saturday morning. | sit, bleary eyed,
sipping my coffee and stare. As the coffee clears the
fog from my tired eyes, the town throws off its cloak
of early morning mist and wakens to greet me. Watch-
ing the local people going about their daily routines —
chatting, drinking coffee, greeting each other, | note
that here, in Alencon, we greet each other with three
kisses. | hear my name being called. My second coffee
appears, and as | sit and watch the sun break through
the mist and wait for my host to arrive | realise that
I'm drinking French coffee, outside a small French
café, in France. Thisisthelifel

It all started last night at 20:30hrs. At Basingstoke we
boarded the bus for this, the fortieth anniversary of
the twinning of the two towns. (Basingstoke and
Alencon). First established in 1968 through a govern-
ment initiative to show solidarity to our aliesin Nor-
mandy and help foster human contact and cultural
links, part of the criteriafor choosing a twin town was
to choose atown of similar size and population. Back
in 1968 Basingstoke matched with Alencon, both hav-
ing a population of about 40 thousand. How things
have changed!

Zaid and | had been teamed up and waited for our host
to arrive. At the appointed hour we were introduced to
Loic Jolivet, a tall elegant gentleman with an excel-
lent grasp of English. We exchanged introductions
and then Loic led us to his car. We left the town
square and drove through the narrow cobbled streets
of the old town and on to the outskirts where Loic
lived in a gated community of four modern stylish
houses with his wife Huguette. After unloading our
bags, we chatted over a drink and exchanged stories
about ourselves, and then we walked back into town
to meet up with the rest of the group. As we strolled
along the banks of the river Sarthe that flows through
Alencon, we watched the last remnants of the morning
mist dance on the river and felt the heat of the sun on
our backs. It was going to be a hot day. We passed old
boathouses and areas where women used to do their
washing by the river, through narrow streets that
opened into sguares surrounded with modern build-
ings that blended perfectly with the old architecture.
Passing the Hollie au Bie,
the old corn exchange, we
went in to see how the inte-
rior had been modified to
suit its purpose as an exhibi-
tion venue. The massive

domed glass roof flooded the whole of the interior with
light, bringing the cleaned stonewalls to life. Today it
was hosting a book sale in aid of Amnesty Interna-
tional.

At the official welcome reception in the Hotel de Ville
in the town square there were speeches from the Mayor
of Alencon, Joaquim Pueyo, and the president of the
twinning committee, Didier Bigot, welcoming us. The
mayor of Basingstoke, Councillor George Hood, fol-
lowed by drinks and snacks, returned thank you
speeches. After the reception we walked back to our
hosts home for lunch, and were treated to a specialty of
Southern France: duck cooked in goose fat with sau-
téed potatoes and salad, all cooked fresh by our host. It
was delicious!

After lunch we walked back into town to see more of
the sights. The Eglise Notre-Dame, a magnificent 16"
century church swathed in ornate architectural and in-
trlcately carved gargoyles, was our first stop. Having

e recently been completely re-
stored and cleaned inside and
_ out, the white stonework of
flthe church was a perfect
=% frame for the stained glass
] Wi ndows that shone like jew-
els in the afternoon sun. We
spoke to the priest who was delighted that so many
visitors were admiring his re-vamped church.

Snaking our way through a myriad of narrow streets we
were treated to one photographic gem after another. It
was pleasing to hear our host say that, although he
knew most of the buildings of significance in Alencon,
he was now looking at them with a different eye.
Watching Zaid and | photograph, he was now seeing
details he had not previously noticed. We arrived at the
Halle Aux Toiles, where we were hosting our photo-
graphic display, to assist Bob with setting things up but
were pleasantly surprised to discover that everything
was complete and running. Well-done Bob! This build-
ing is also undergoing a complete facelift, inside and
out. The exterior, made from the same stone as the
church, glowed in the afternoon sun. The reception
area with its mix of strong white stone columns, slate
coloured stone floors, delicate white plastered arches,
huge floating wooden doors and obscure windows was
magnificent. The mix of old architecture, new materi-
as and clever architectural design worked extremely

(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)

4 lence with ecclesial foun-
" dations. The reception
f and the two main halls
il downstairs  completed,
work was still underway
upstairs. We continued to stroll round the town
and discovered a plethora of detail to photograph.
Door and window catches, embossed pillars and
wooden tiled roofs. Almost everything seemed to
have some photogenic appeal. At 16:30 hrs we ar-
rived at the La Maison D’oze to listen to the
Overton Choral Society perform their second re-
- cital, preceded by James
Mitchell. After this, Loic
‘M took us to a local bar for a
| beer and to drink in the local
atmosphere. We chatted
with many of the locals sit-
ting outside the bar who all
seemed very interested in our visit. Later we
strolled back to Loic’s home, tired but still ex-
cited about the whole adventure.

We changed and readied ourselves for the evening
official dinner back at the Halle aux Toiles. Chat-
ting with Loic and Huguette and their family we
helped celebrate their daughter’s boyfriend’s 21%
Birthday with a bottle of Champagne, which made
us fedl part of the family before driving back into
town. There was a delicious and beautiful buffet
on display with some of the local drinks on offer.
We chatted with our hosts and met the hosts of
some of the others on the exchange. At the ap-
pointed time we were led into the second of the
huge rooms to be greeted by a buffet of gargan-
tuan proportions. The previous being only the
starters! We ate and socialised, listened to the of-
ficial speeches declaring unilateral friendship and
solidarity, witnessed the exchange of official gifts
and ate and drank some more. The evening drew
to a close, we went home with our hosts and after
a very long and hectic day we turned in for the
night and looked forward to what tomorrow had
in store for us.

Sunday again started with a bright sunny morning.
| once again found myself drinking French coffee,
in France. However, this time it was as a guest of
awonderful French family. We ate croissants and
jammed bread with our coffee and observed that
one of the local customs was to dip your jammed

bread into your coffee before
. slurping  down the moist
@ Sweetness. Rather messy, but
ey Oreat  fun!  After breakfast
=+ Loic drove us to the Parc
woi i Y Elan, to see a ‘Ferme en
Fete’ afarmers fete and show with lots of local spe-
cialities for us to try. There were many animals on
display being judged for ‘best in show’. My first ob-
servation was that few of the large animals were
penned in. Cows, bulls and horses could all be ap-
proached without the restrictions we have in the U.K.
No barriers and fences to get in the way of the pho-
tography! (Health & safety was left to common sense,
Vive va la France)! There was a tremendous display
of fine young beasts and a most impressive display of
‘Rocky Mountain Oysters’, which brought a smile
and a flush to the faces of some of the women. I'm
happy to report that no comparisons were voiced out
loud and dignity was left intact. After this excitement
we drove to the Halle aux Toiles where lunch
awaited.

On arrival Loic announced that, unfortunately, he
could not join us for lunch as he had a prior
engagement. We said our goodbyes to an excellent
host and hope to meet him and his family again. Just
prior to lunch we had the obligatory group
photograph for the local press and some of the group
who were not ‘ photographied out’ snapped away their
last few hours in Alencon. After lunch we boarded
the bus and headed home. The sun was bright,
affording us the views of the countryside we missed
on our arrival because of the mist, and as we chatted
it was obvious that everyone had had a most
wonderful experience. On the ferry, energy levels
dropped and only the dedicated made the effort to
catch the sun setting over the sea. The rest of the
homeward journey was uneventful and we all arrived
at our destinations tired but exillerated.

Do | think there is a value in the exchange? Yes | do.
To receive the friendship of strangers, who welcome
you into their home unconditionally, respect you for
who you are and extend the hand of friendship to you
based on events that happened over sixty years ago,
has got to be experienced by many more people if we
are to break through the cocooned society we live in
today and remind ourselves that alliances are worth
fighting for and maintaining.

Stuart W. Boyd
Basingstoke Camera Club



How To Do It Group

Held at a member’s house, offers
a range of topics:

Mounting prints,

Starting Photoshop,

more Photoshop,
Elements,

Using a digital camera etc.

PhotoGlossy.com

The Dveitnd & Pheatopespaine Speciaist

Juduy

Sign up sheet on the table on club
nights.

Dates will be arranged by mutual
agreement.

Sessions are limited to 4-6 people
as space is limited.

“It's all about capturing

those special moments
for eternitys time "
Anammous

Specialist suppliers of Camera & Computer
Food to the Camera Enthusaist

(Continued from page 1)
WWW.PHOTOGLOSSYCOM TEL. 01481 736900 certainly happensto meall thetime,
and as aresult, I'm convinced that my
photography continues to improve.

Our sessions take place on the second

Monday of every month* at the Jolly

Club WebSite Farmer in Cliddesden. Andjustto re-
iterate, all members of the club are
Please remember to keep checking the club website for news of the very welcome. We'll provide remind-
club’s activities — often it can be the first place for anything new. ers closer to the date of our next get-
together. Inthe meantime, if you'd
You can also read back copies of the newsletters or competition re- like to know more about the Photo
sults and rules, not to mention the year’s programme . Clinic, please come and have a chat

with me on any club evening, give me

Don’t forget if you would like to exhibit some of your photographs, | ¢l on 01256 818515, or drop mean
in a gallery on the site, have a word with Peter Malcolm or drop email at john@)johnbuttress.com.
me a line webmaster@basingstokecameraclub.co.uk from the Con-

tact Us page. * Because of abooking clash at the

. Jolly Farmer, the November Photo
www.basingstokecameraclub.co.uk Clinic was brought forward to 3 No-
vember, so the next session is due to
take place on Monday 8" December.
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BASINGSTOKE CAMERA CLUB

Meetings held at:
The Sycamore Centre
Sycamore Way
Winklebury
Basingstoke
RG23 8AB
Each Thursday from September to May at
7:45 pm

www.basingstokecameraclub.co.uk

\lisit the club wehsite for the
latest club news and info.

Newsdletter Editor: Peter Malcolm LRPS
Phone 01256 364631 Mob 07946 295992

November Programme Dates

6th Members Digital AV Evening
Bring aong your digital AVs—no more than 5 minutesin
length please

13th Cliff Dyble Competition
3 Prints — Portrait, Landscape and 1 other subject
Judge: Jon Mitchell Gosport CC

19" SPF Round
Yateley v Aldershot v Basingstoke

20" 2" Round Digital Image L eague
Judge: Ted Clarke SPA

27" Pete Bamforth ARPS
What | Found Under the Bed
A print presentation by a member of Chichester Camera Club

pi(: COUKEN T Digital Accessory Specialist”

ORDER LINES MON - FRI 3-3 | SAT §-12 TEL: 0H45 257 5552
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Contributions welcome!

If you would like to offer a story of your exploits or voice an opinion about the club, photography, or even life in general,
please contact the editor newseditor @basi ngstokecameraclub.co.uk



http://www.basingstokecameraclub.co.uk

