
As the days start to get 
longer, and it won’t be 
long before the clocks go 
forward, many of us will 
be looking forward to 
some outdoor photogra-
phy, weather permitting!

At this time of year many 
of us are fed up being 
couped up inside and 
can’t wait to get out into 
nature to record it’s won-
ders.

But have you ever 
dashed out with a cam-
era but wondered what to 
point it at once you’re 
there.

In this digital age anyone 
looking for inspiration as 
to how to capture 
“Spring” images need 
only look to the many 
websites on the internet 
which show other photo-
graphs on Spring, or 
many other topics, for 
that matter.

Amongst the subjects 

which are out there are 
of course the flowers and 
trees and birds, but there 
are many more things 
which will be worthy sub-
ject. But don’t forget to 
wrap up if you go out 
early – March can still be 
quite chilly in the morn-
ings!

As well as nature waken-
ing up, and with an early 
Easter this year, there 
will be many events tak-
ing place. A look through 
the local newspaper can 
often help here, and 
there will be such things 
as re-enactments at Bas-
ing House too (April), 
and many sports start 
again at this time.

One more thought.-

To keep our Springtime 

as it is for future genera-
tions, consider becoming 
a “green” photographer.  
Digital photography has 
already helped the planet 
by taking many chemi-
cals out of the waste we 
produce as photogra-
phers. If you would like 
to know more try this link 
http://www.popphoto.
com/microsite/4481/
assignment-earth.html.

Every little helps!

Springtime beckons!

Focus On Imaging 2008
It seems a number of 
members visited the 
NEC to go to Focus 
last week. This annual 
event is often a mag-
net for club photogra-
phers, although really 
aimed at the profes-
sional photographic in-
dustry.

Nonetheless there is 
so much of interest 
that it’s almost a re-
quirement to visit if you 

are to keep up with the 
many developments, 
that’s if you have the 
energy to get round all 
the stands in the day!

There were several 
free demos and lec-
tures on new computer 
programmes, mainly 
for plug-ins for Photo-
shop /Elements, and 
also some really good 
advice on studio flash 
use given by experts.

These were, of course, 
mostly sales pitches, 
but in effect it was free 
advice, and was 
keenly listened to in-
tently by many.

There were several re-
tailers selling at dis-
counts, so it can be 
very tempting to spend 
more than you 
planned, but some ex-
cellent bargains were 
to be had.

Looking forward to 
next year already!
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Wyn’s Wanderings

Old Mill

The 14th March will be remembered for a very successful show-
ing of our Exhibition. A very good attendance by members who 
entered digital images. and by the comments of the President of 
Winchester Photographic Society added to the evening.

I can only thank once again all those who helped to make this a 
very good evening and to Steve for the brilliant job he did, both 
with the entries and for the showing.

On the 21st Geoff Roberts gave a very interesting informal even-
ing, and to part with so much information about his business was 
revealing. He does enjoy working hard, and if he works about 40 
hours for each wedding, how does he get time for any commer-
cial work?

We have had some excellent days for photography during Febru-
ary, and after getting away for a few days, no doubt John and I will 
bore you with art deco buildings for a long time.

It is still wet along by the rivers, but on a day out to Salisbury in 
February we walked along the river bank where there is a good 
path, passed the old mill and onto the path the other side of the 
river, giving good views across to the Cathedral, which for once, 
had no scaffolding showing.

The good light provided this picture of the old mill on a winter's 
day.
Wyn Voysey, President



A Quick History – 1994/95
A few random reminiscences from 1994/95 for this month’s ramblings.   

Two evenings during the season - one a competition and the other a lecture - proved to be memorable for differ-
ent reasons. Firstly, the competition evening. In November, as we were setting up the room for the Cliff Dyble 
Trophy competition, the ‘management’ of the Community Centre decided to test the fire alarms in the building.  
Reassuringly, the bell on the wall of our meeting room burst into life with a deafening clatter…….and rather worry-
ingly then refused to be silenced. Various attempts were made to quell the din without success, until finally a se-
lection of towels from the bar wrapped around the device muted it sufficiently to allow the evening to proceed - but 
to a background accompaniment which resembled a piece of card being dragged across some bicycle wheel 
spokes. The faulty lighting tube above the print stand which continually flickered on and off could be disregarded 
(eventually), but what couldn’t be ignored were the swarms of little flies that emerged from the heating grilles 
around the room and descended into our drinks. Perhaps it was fate that a faulty dispensing system at the bar 
had filled the beer with gas, meaning that the contents of our glasses were nine-tenths froth and pretty undrink-
able anyway.

The other evening of note was in the December, when Bob Moore FRPS FBIPP FIPF APABG BPE5* came down 
from the Midlands to give us a print lecture. Now back in those days Bob had a bit of a reputation as a somewhat 
abrasive character and a man who didn’t suffer fools gladly…..…..no, to be honest a man who didn’t suffer fools at 
all…………and as the day of the lecture approached I think we were all a little apprehensive wondering quite what 
we were in for. However the evening went without a hitch - Bob gave a very entertaining talk and was a great suc-
cess.   

It was back to the Fairfields Art Centre for the 1995 Open Exhibition. Judged by Sylvia Cox FRPS of the Alton CC 
and the Disabled Photographers’ Society, the event turned out to be a fairly low-key affair. Club members win-
ning trophies were Phil McLean, Michael French, Keith Polwin and Brian Burwood.

I mentioned in last month’s article how the print and slide panels for the 1993/94 Southern Federation league com-
petitions were made up of work from 11 different club members. 1994/95 saw this taken a stage further as no 
less than 15 different members represented the club in the SPF leagues. However, all is not as it may seem be-
cause, by offering to fill a late vacancy in the league, we actually had two sets of prints and slides ‘doing the 
rounds’ throughout the season. This is the only time that I can recall a club having two separate entries in the 
league, and I am sure that the SPF rules were subsequently tightened up to prevent such situation arising again. 

March 1995 saw the first of the “Swanage weekends“, which for a number of years were to be something of a 
highlight of the season for those of us who were fortunate to be able to attend. Club member Mike Hayes had re-
cently retired from the police force and, with his wife Pam, moved to Swanage to become proprietors of the “Bella 
Vista” hotel. Before embarking on their first summer season, Mike and Pam fine-tuned their hospitality skills by 
hosting a group of BCC members for the weekend at, it must be said, highly advantageous prices. Friday evening 
at the Crows Nest pub just around the corner from Bella Vista for a meal and drinks, Saturday at leisure spent 
wandering the Isle of Purbeck (and further afield for the more adventurous types) in search of some winning pic-
tures followed by dinner at the hotel, and more exploration of the area on Sunday before the homeward journey 
set the pattern of the weekend.  
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Photoclinic

This is a great opportunity to receive critique of your photos in a friendly, constructive and non-competitive arena 
so do consider coming along. The next dates booked are:

7th April 5th May 2nd June

The Photoclinic is held at the Jolly Farmer pub in Cliddesden, who kindly make their front room available tous.
If you would like to take part please let John Buttress know on 01256 818515 or john.buttress@eds.com



February/March Programme Dates

MARCH
6th Members Evening ½ + ¼ + ¼ 
Short presentations by members. 

 Hand in your slides and DI files for next week
13th 4th Round Projected Image league
Judge: Mike Hammersley APAGB
20th Members Digital A/V evening 2

 Bring along your digital AVs – no more than 5 minutes 
 in length, please 

27th Story Mug Competition
Digital AV of up to 8 images without sound telling a story
Judge: Geoffrey Mellings ARPS

Meetings held at:
The Sycamore Centre

Sycamore Way
Winklebury

Basingstoke
RG23 8AB

Each Thursday from September to May at 
7:45 pm

BASI NGST OKE CAMERA CLU B

www.basingstokecameraclub.co.uk

Visit the club website for the 
latest club news and info.

Contributions welcome!
If you would like to offer a story of your exploits or voice an opinion about the club, photography, or even life in general, 
please contact the editor newseditor@basingstokecameraclub.co.uk Discretion assured if required.

Newsletter Editor: Peter Malcolm LRPS  
Phone 01256 364631 Mob 07946 295992

How To Do It Group

We haven't set any dates but meetings have started again now. We 
will offer the usual topics: Mounting prints, Starting Photoshop, more 
Photoshop, Elements, Using a digital camera etc.
There will be a signup sheet available and dates will be arranged by 
mutual agreement.

http://www.basingstokecameraclub.co.uk

